or theories. This thirst for facts and lack of interest in their interpretation is nowhere more clearly displayed than in his choice of subjects for investigation. Perhaps the most striking instance of this is his monograph on the lachrymal bone.
in spite of this curious trait, Prof. Macalister was mainly responsible in this country for maintaining an interest in morphology at a time when anatomy was threatened with the fate of being reduced to the mere mechanical craft of the dissecting-room. His text-book on anatomy was the instrument by means of which his influence was extended far and wide, especially among teachers of the subject. The great anthropological collection -which he made in Cambridge will always remain as a mem·orial of his zeal and energy.
But to those who have been closely associated with Prof. Macalister either ao students or colleagues the recollection that has been imprinted most deeply in their memories is that of a generous and kindly soul who throughout the whole of his long career as a teacher of anatomy continued to perform the duties of a junior demonstrator gently "helping lame dogs over stiles" in the dissecting room.
August 20 is a serious blow to archreology and to the British Museum. Prof. King had made himself one of the foremost Assyriologists of the day, and his comparatively recent appointment to the chair of Assyriology in the University of London was a recognition of his work that was much appreciated by him, and commended itself wholly to all students of the subject. From the time when, a few years after his appointment to the British Museum in 1893, Mr. King published his first studies in Assyriology, his work has been known by its clarity, sanity, and critical acumen. "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good," may be said to have been his guiding principle in his work. All scientific work was to be criticised fearlessly, and what seemed to his clearly distinguishing mind the true solution of a problem was to be upheld without hesitation. All he sought was the truth, as it ~eemed probable to him. And no other consideration moved him. He was a fine type of the modern scientific worker in the field of archreology, and the loss to science of such a man in the flower of his age and activity can scarcely be estimated.
Prof. King was born in the year 1869. He was therefore only forty-nine years of . age when premature death overtook him, largely as the result of heavy double labour during the war as an official attached to the Intelligence Department of the Admiralty and as student of Assyriology, which adversely affected a system already, as we can see now, severely tried by illness contracted in the course of his excavations for the British Museum at Kuyunjik (Nineveh) several years ago. To outward seeming Prof. Ki'ng was a man of NO. 2602,VOL. 104] robust health and physique, but in reality the rigours of archreological work in Assyria under the conditions of fifteen years since had undermined his constitution, and when, in the present year, the results of severe war labour coincided with a recrudescence of old illness, he fell.
Prof. King was a Rugbeian and a King's man. The book in which he first made bis mark was "The Life and Letters of Hammurabi," the great law-giver-king of Babylon. His ,vorks on the Assyrian language are well known, and as a proficient Semitic scholar his pronouncements on this subject were always worthy of great respect. His real interest, however, lay rather in the elucidation of ancient history by means of the cuneiform inscriptions than iv. the ancient languages themselves, and a n,Jtable contribution to this end is his edition of the Inscriptions of Darius on the Rock of Bisitun (Behistun), which he re-copied and edited, in conjunction with Mr. R. Campbell Thompson, after their joint expedition to the spot on behalf of the British Museum, which was carried out in circumstances of considerable difficulty and hardship. His two more recent works, "The History of Sumer and Akkad " and "The History of Babylon," · are the standard histories of those lands in English. It is ever to be regretted that he was not able to bring out the third work of the trilogy he had planned, "The History of Assyria," but the war compelled him to put it by for the time, and then illness stopped all further work. It is to be hoped, however, that he will be found to have left his manuscript sufficiently complete for his publishers to produce the result of his labours.
In his historical books the same clean-cut critical faculty is shown as in his other work. This criticism was welcomed by his friends and fellow-workers in the same and kindred fields for King's interests were by no mean. s confined t~ the Land of the Two Rivers. He was keenly interested in Egyptian archreology, but for the study of the hieroglyphs or of Coptic he had no time; the demands of cuneiform were enough for him, for he did all things thoroughly, and never dabbled.
In a minor degree the work of his colleagues in the museum on Myccmean archreo-!ogy also interested him. His Cambridge training made him somewhat suspicious of the socalled "all-round man "; but he had an interest in all branches of archreology, and read everything that others had written on their several subjects, and his remarks on their work were always of value, and inspired by· sound common sense; his comments were always conspicuous for balance and sense of proportion.
To other workers in his own field he was always scrupulously courteous and anxious to give credit where it was due; his juniors were always sure to receive their due meed of appreciation and in addition energetic support. He will leave among them a name of happy and grateful memory, while · his personal friends feel a very deep and grievous loss. It is always to be regretted that W RITING on the day before the opening of the meeting at Bournemouth, it is not possible to give exact figures of the number of members and associates enrolled. The number is approximately one thousand, and steadily increasing. All day the Municipal College has been the scene of great activity, and the officials have had h a rd work to cope with the rush of applications a nd inquiries. The figures compare very favourably with those of previous yea.rs, and, while no new records are likely to be established, it is believed that the attendance will be in excess of that at any meeting held during the war.
Local enthusiasm has been late in manifesting . itself, but has now reached a high pitch. The town's privilege in being the scene of so important and in many respects unique a meeting is at last fully appreciated. The greatest interest is being shown in the proceedmgs of the Association, and a most cordial welcome extended to the distinguished men of science visiting the town. The citizens' lectures arranged in co-operation with the vVorkers' Educational Association are also likely to be exceptionally well attended.
The great difficulties of securing accommodation have been successfully m e t, and the many visitors find the arrangements in every way ex-ce11ent.
The careful organisation of the local executive committee in other directions is in evidence on all sides, and its results meet with the keen appreciation of members and associates.
The weather is fine and warm, a fortunate circumstance in view of the nume rous sectional excursions to points of interest in the neighbourhood' taking place during the week.
Even at this early hour it is possible to pronounce the Bournemouth meeting a decided success.
(Tuesday ei•ening.)
The weather to-day has been brilliantly fine, and with Bournemouth looking its best the meeting has opened under the happiest c01:1ditions.
More than 1200 tickets have been issued, and many fresh applications are still being received. The section lectures and discussions and the excursions to-day were exceedingly well attended. This evening the ,-\Tinter Gardens Pavilion was crowded by a keenly appreciative audience on the occasion of the president's inaugural address. The attendances are not so large as at certain meet-No. 2602, VOL. 104] ings held before the war, but they are regarded here as most gratifying and quite equal to expecta-' tions.
The interest displayed in the citizens' lectures exceeds all anticipation, and the accommodation provided, based on the experience of previous years, has proved quite inadequate.
All the tickets have been disposed of, and large numbers of intending auditors have· been disappointed. This points to a useful development of the work of the Association in the future.
AU the conditions are exceptionally favourable, and the " Peace " meeting is proving eminently successful in every way.
Prof. W. A. Herdman, who has been general secre tary of the Association since 1901, has been elected to fill the office of president for the year 1920--2 I, beginning with the Cardiff meeting. THREE yea~s of anxiety and stress have passed since the last meeting of the British Association. The weight o_f the struggle which pressed he avily upon i.;s at the tnne of the :'llewcastle meeting in 1916 had increased so much in intensity by the spring of 1917 that the council, after consultation with the local committee a t Bournemouth, finally decided to cancel the summer meeting of that year. This w;is the first time in the history of the association that an annual meeting was not held.
vVe all re joice to feel that the terrible ordeal through which the whole Empire has been pa, ssing has now reached its final phases, and that during the period of reorganisation, social and industrial, it i,s possible to resume the annual meetings of the association under J:iappier .conditions. We have gladly and with much appreciation accepted the renewed invitation of our friends an:! colleagues at Bournemouth.
We are gathered together at a time when, after a great upheaval, the elemental conditions of organisation of the world are still in flux, and we have to consider how to influence and mould the re crvstallisation of these elements into the best forms• and most economic rnarrangements for the benefit of civilisation. That the British Association is capable of exerting a great influence in isuiding the nation towards adva ncement in the sciences and arts in the m ost general sense there can be no question, and of this we may be assured by a study of its proceedings in conjunction with the history of contemporary progress. Although the British Association cannot claim any paramount prerogative in this good work, yet it can certainly claim to provide a free arena for discussion whe re in the past new theories in science, new propositions for beneficial d:ange, new suggestions for casting aside fetters to the advancement in science, art, and economics have first seen the light of publication and discussion.
For more than half a century it has pleaded strongly for the ad.rancement of science and its application to the arts. In the yearly volume for 185.~ w'ill be found a reoort in which it is stated that :--" The objects for which the association was established · have been carried out in three ways : First, by. requisitioning a nd printing reports on the present state of different branches of science; secondly, by granting sums of
